S everal weeks ago Bruce and Katina Strauch had the pleasure of visiting Oxford, the Bodleian Libraries and Blackwell's Bookshop on Broad Street. The Bodleian is, as all know, one of the oldest libraries in the world, containing priceless collections of books and artefacts. In its present incarnation it dates back to 1602 when Sir Thomas Bodley refurnished and expanded the fifteenth century Duke Humfrey's Library, which is still a splendid sight and a magnet for tourists. But the Bodleian has its roots in the fourteenth century when a small collection of chained books were housed on the north side of the University Church; and nearby early booksellers and publishers plied their trade. Just across the road, facing into the sun (it doesn't always rain in Oxford) is the New Bodleian, designed by Sir Gilbert Scott. A product of the austere Nineteen Thirties, perhaps it is just as well that it is on the sunny side of the street since it is more functional than beautiful. Adjoining the new Bodleian is Blackwell's world famous bookshop, parts of which are Queen Anne and Georgian. When Blackwell's first opened in 1879 its premises consisted of one small room only twelve feet square. Now it has miles of shelving stretching under the quad of Trinity College. "Blackwell's of the Broad," as it was traditionally known, was not the first Blackwell bookshop. Today, perhaps more than ever, Blackwell's and the Bodleian have a common cause: furthering the cause of scholarship by providing books for readers from all walks of life, while still "staying in business." Today's libraries, like bookshops, have to "pay their way," by finding and generating the resources necessary to meet the demands of the ever-expanding academic community and its disciplines. One of the Bodleian's most pressing needs was to find extra storage for its mountains of books and papers stored underground in the New Bodleian. If a way could be found to do this, then this "Fortress" on Broad Street could become a fairway where members of the public of all ages could rub shoulders with students and scholars; where Richard Ovenden's brain child: "The Centre for the History of the Book" could be made flesh. Even more important, as Sarah Thomas reminded was the "mentor effect" of seeing scholars "sitting at their books." 5 Prospective students and scholars manqué would gain inspiration from them and being able to "imagine" that they too could dip into the world's knowledge. Such a dream centre would also include state-of-art protection, conservation and imaging technology, teaching centres, exhibition spaces, auditoria and a digital bank that could be called on anywhere in the world where there is access to the Internet. Even in remote African villages, the retiring Secretary General of the Commonwealth reminded his Oxford audience, children avidly wrangle over a single computer. 6 In short, the Bodleian's digital facility will be one of the world's most democratic and egalitarian, giving the goal of "Outreach" and "wider participation," one that Oxford is serious about, real meaning. A watch-word for openness, the "new" New Bodleian will also provide a haven for tourists exploring this loveliest of Cities and giving shape to Matthew Arnold's words:
"Lovely all time she lies." But dreams were not enough for Bodley's Librarian, and her predecessor Reg Carr. Following on from Reg Carr's preliminary work, she took her lead from the University's Vice Chancellor (John Hood): a New Zealander who knows a thing or two about equality of opportunity and had successfully used his consummate business leadership skills in its very tough and cash-strapped higher education sector. "John Hood," Sarah Thomas explained, "is a man of great vision who also inspires me to do more than I think I can do, and because, in over 35 years of librarianship, I have never known a university leader as actively committed to the excellence of libraries as is the ViceChancellor."
8 But no amount of goodwill could deliver the hard cash needed to finance such an enormous project: as we all know "it's not so much the trouble as the expense. These will be busy and exciting times for Sarah Thomas and Richard Ovenden as they work out the nitty-gritty detail of their plan. The work on the Gilbert Scott building is expected to begin around 2010. When this butterfly emerges from its chrysalis a new book depository will be in place. The spread of libraries, 33 at present, coming under Bodley's Librarian will have been rationalised; eleven of which will form a new Humanities Centre. Oxford's streets will be well trodden by new generations of readers of all ages, who will no longer be deterred from entering the portals of the Bodleian Libraries. The Libraries are a living thing, not mausoleums, and will be open for all to see their physical, social and psychological transformation. There will have to be security, Sarah Thomas adds, but it will be user friendly and appropriate to the particular facility or collection. Managing change, Sarah Thomas concludes, is what we are all about. This sentiment fits Bodleian's neighbour too. Blackwell's and the Bodleian both have much in common, with a focus on careful selection of books for scholars and serious readers. Today's shop manager, Tony Cooper, stresses three criteria for the shop's continuing success:
service, stock and markets. Whereas the shop benefits from retailing professionalism, and the introduction of a range of goods that sit happily alongside books: diaries, journals, stationery etc., Julian Blackwell has ensured that, in this age of mergers and impersonal chains, the Blackwell shop will remain independent. In the early twentieth century when Blackwell publishing was overseen by Sir Basil, he wryly remarked that Stephen Spender had imitations of immortality. Justly now, Blackwells can have it own share in the new Blackwell Hall, at the entrance to the New Bodleian. Here there will be a space for public displays of many of the rare materials which have not been accessible in the past. It will also have a second floor gallery where research scholars can study the collections. Ever was it thus that "scholars could
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come to Blackwell's for their tools."
11 In Sir Basil's view, this recognition would have been misplaced, "it was in the glory of the books" that it should reside. "As I see it," he wrote, "there is a Third estate, unorganised, unvocal, unpredatory, being the commonwealth of those whose commerce is in sharing delight in the noblest products of the spirit of man, in the visual and scenic arts, in music… and, need I add, -in books:
" 12. The book contains an insight into the Blackwell Archive, now lodged at Merton College Library, and an introduction to a genre of book-production that can be seen here at the Bodleian. A small display of books and other effects can also be seen in the Gaffer's Room in Blackwell's Broad Street Shop. Op cit Rita Ricketts, Adventurers All.
